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ABOUT THE CENTRE

Jindal Centre for the Global South conducts policy-oriented
research, dialogue, and training on the social, economic, and
political issues across countries of the Global South with a
special emphasis on South-South Cooperation and its
underpinning development opportunities for the Global South
countries. Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
particularly poverty eradication, requires national policies,
and international and regional cooperation that supports
development efforts. The Centre promotes the unity of the
South in achieving the SDGs while recognizing the diversity of
national interests and priorities. While bringing about
international cooperation between research experts, students
and faculties from a variety of disciplines, JCGS has an
interdisciplinary approach towards learning.
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NEW AND EMERGING CHALLENGES IN AFRICA AND
PERSPECTIVES FOR A BETTER FUTURE

The panel discussion held on “New and
Emerging Challenges in Africa and
Perspective for a Better Future” with Dr.
Dennis Agelebe and Dr. Chisom Ubabukoh
as the panellist, highlighted Africa’s
potential, and challenges it has faced since
Covid19 pandemic surfaced. Dr. Agelebe
talks about how Africa is picking itself up for
trade and there was a newly established
free trade area that set up on May 30th,
2019. The elections held in Nigeria, Africa’s
largest economy, symbolizes their growth
and stability and a seamless transition. He
also emphasized on how positively Africa
responded to Climate change and the
galvanizing attitude of people. Furthermore,
he expressed his concern towards post-
pandemic period as it was difficult for
Africa’s economy, especially during
lockdown as intra-African trade declined by
10% due to initial border restrictions. The
travel industry collapsed, the cost of living in
Nigeria experienced an unprecedented
increase of 18.7%, and the income level
decreased. Dr. Agelebe concludes by stating
that Africa is in a vulnerable state and
needs to “bold up”. Until then, it is in
preservation mode. He also stressed the
need to improve the economic and social
situation, for which the government must
work on its polies and programs like poverty
elevation, better allocation of resources, and
improved and better medical facilities.

22ND SEPTEMBER, 2022
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Dr. Ubabukoh talk about the sustainable development goal which aims to
eliminate extreme poverty by 2030, and Africa was well on its way to achieving
its plan until the pandemic. Though, he believes that “not all was bad” as
some Sub-Saharan countries rose, like Rwanda and Mauritius, which
transformed from an island nation to a tourist nation. Moreover, he highlights
the fact that despite Africa being the home to world’s mineral reserves like 8%
of world’s natural gas, 12% of oil reserves, 40% of world’s gold, and 90% of
Chromium, it still needs world’s help because it was be exploited for a very
long time, start from slave trade to struggle to colonize the lands, and then to
neo-colonialism. He concludes by stating that Africa must improve its policies,
encourage intra-trade, and leverage on the development partnership model.
It is essential to specialise in the human development of Africa as a whole. He
believes poverty eradication is the first step towards any economic or social
growth in Africa. 

The panel discussion came to an end with an interactive question and answer
round. 

NEW AND EMERGING CHALLENGES IN AFRICA AND
PERSPECTIVES FOR A BETTER FUTURE

VAIBHAVI KATAL
BAGA-2021
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In the book talk held in September of 2022, we were privy to
the backstory, the inspiration behind and the contents of
Ambassador K.P. Fabian’s book “The Arab Spring that Was
and Wasn’t”.  The author speaks from his experience and his
three years of service in Iran (1976-1979) and his personal
accounts of what he witnessed of the Iranian Revolution.
Over the course of the book talk, he took us on a journey
across the events and uprisings of 2011 and an account of
those events and how various countries interacted with the
same. He delved deeper into his personal involvement as a
diplomat in Iran and how close of a witness he has been to
the same. He brings in the political scenario, historical
relevance as well as personal accounts on various events,
including, but not limited to Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen,
and Syria and how each of them interacted with the idea of
democracy and what were the probable causes of the
rebellions. He covers the same in his book as well. Through
his book he has attempted to mirror the question of the
uprisings of 2011’s Iran Arab Spring or Islamic Winter.
In addition to that, he spoke about the future of the Islamic
States and the position of the West, and how cooperation
can be attempted should the US stop insisting on Assad’s
exit from power. He has discussed the same, and much
more in his book, which makes it quite an interesting read
throughout. His book gives us an account of why and how
the Arab Spring became the Islamic Winter and how
democracy was stopped from entering the picture. 

Overall, it is quite the read for those interested in the above.
The book is also quite adept at holding the attention of the
readers via the day-to-day accounts of events and
different interpretations of the same. 

The author closed the book talk with an interactive Question
and Answer session.

IPSITA DAS
MADLB-2022

ARAB SPRING BOOK TALK- HIGHLIGHTS

29TH SEPTEMBER, 2022
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The lecture was structured to provide an insight
about the global uncertainties and the policy
responses to the global uncertainties. Dr. Lekha
started with basic framework of the economic
growth and then further discussed the monetary
and fiscal policy responses to these uncertainties
that has happened globally. She discusses how
Russia and Ukraine war is impacting that global
economy with a higher commodity price, deficit
in trade balance and instability in financial
markets as well as increase in geopolitical
uncertainty. The war has influenced the decisions
of the household and companies. 

These uncertainties weights on the effectiveness
of the monetary and fiscal policy transmission.
To add to that, we need to investigate how the
western central banks’ chief behaves, as Vikram
Rajan once pointed out that, whether those
western policies from the central bank is
associated to “Beggar-thy-neighbor” kind of a
policy, better that's affecting the emerging world. 

Dr. Lekha mainly focused on global uncertainties
and risk, and how policy responses happened in
terms of the fiscal and monetary policy. 

MANVI VOHRA
BAGA-2021

GUEST LECTURE ON PUBLIC POLICY RESPONSES
ON GEOPOLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES

3RD OCTOBER, 2022
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The research methodology program was
aimed at introducing certain basic tenets
and skills necessary for conducting
research in modern times. I learned about
the basic things of variables, causality
and the like. And things which I did not
know before like using a statistical
analysis programming language.

It also taught me about analysis methods
like qualitative and quantitative analysis.
And what scenarios can be studied using
these methods of analysis. So, the
experience was of course great.

The value it holds on my CV is also
immense. I have already found the
domain in which I have an interest which
is supply chains, financial markets, and
trade. In that field research is very
important and this research methodology
course has been helpful in introducing
certain intermediate and advanced levels
of research techniques to me. It provided
a holistic experience, in the sense that it
was not only about number crunching but
how to put those statistical calculations in
the proper context to understand the
scenario in front of us. To in essence work
with the best things of both the worlds of
research.

BISHAL CHOWDHURY
MADLB-2022

METHODOLOGY TRAINING PROGRAM

9TH-28TH OCTOBER, 2022
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BOOK TALK - THE HARAMBEE FACTOR BY GURJIT
SINGH

This event was held on October 20,2022. The
Guest for the day was Ambassador Gurjit Singh,
the author of the book himself. He was a former
diplomat who worked heavily in the Global South
and was also the first Indian Ambassador to the
African Union. He is also an eminent columnist in
Indian Newspapers where he shares his
viewpoint on diplomatic relations with the public.

The session was filled with insights upon the
book which focused on the relationship of India
with African States. He also talked upon the
evolution of the Indo-African relations from the
post-Colonization era to the present day and a
comparison of the cooperation models adopted
by the West, China, and India as well as an
analysis of the advantages and drawbacks of
each model discussed. The Panel Discussion
focused on the contents of the book, i.e., South-
South cooperation.

It was an interesting debate between the
panellists and the guest speaker where everyone
gave their interpretations as well as any
potential developments that one could look
forward during the pandemic era.

The author also talked about the potential
developments that one could look forward
during the pandemic era.

The session was concluded by a closing note
given by the Director of the Centre who thanked
everyone for their active participation.

SHAGUN THAPLIYAL
MADLB-2022

20TH OCTOBER, 2022
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This public lecture highlighted the issues of
global economic uncertainties and the
significance of macroeconomic policies by
throwing light on the current global issues of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. And how economic unrest and
fragmentation in these regions of the world
have begun to cause global economic
uncertainties and macroeconomic policy
resolutions required for implementation in order
to have a global economic revival. 
Due to economic interdependence, economic
revival would be exceedingly expensive,
particularly for Asia. Our most recent Regional
Economic Outlook for Asia and the Pacific
documents gave alarmingly early indications of
fragmentation and offered proof for the
possible repercussions of breaking down
international trade linkages. Measures of trade-
policy uncertainty are one such indicator of
fragmentation pressures. 
Even in the absence of concrete trade barriers,
economic activity might deteriorate due to
enterprises delaying employment and
investment decisions as well as new businesses
delaying market entrance. For emerging
countries, more open economies, and
companies with high levels of debt, the
repercussions on investment are much more
significant. Since the global financial crisis,
corporate debt has dramatically increased in
Asia, and it has further risen in the aftermath of
the epidemic, suggesting that more trade
policy uncertainty might prove to be
particularly harmful for the area.

GLOBAL ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES AND
MACROECONOMIC POLICIES

7TH NOVEMBER, 2022
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The international economy would only experience minimal output losses if
Russia were to be cut off from the nations that voted in favour. Losses,
however, considerably increase in more unfavourable circumstances, such as
those in which the globe is split into two blocs and commerce is prohibited
between nations that support and those that oppose or abstain from a
proposal. Permanent yearly losses are projected to be 1.5% of GDP worldwide,
with losses in Asia and the Pacific nations being higher at nearly 3% of GDP,
reflecting the importance of trade to the area. Due to the loss of export
markets and the fragmentation of intricate industrial networks, losses are
greater in nations with major commerce with the other bloc. When commerce
collapses and specialisation unravels, there will be serious consequences for
labour markets.
The lecture concluded by stating that the risk factors could worsen. To prevent
the negative impacts of increased fragmentation and to guarantee trade,
policymakers from Asia and beyond must act immediately. Priority should be
given to removing harmful trade restrictions and lowering uncertainty by
clearly outlining policy objectives. Combining multilateral reforms with
regional agreements, as well as re-establishing the WTO's dispute settlement
mechanism in its entirety, can not only lessen the potential negative effects of
discriminatory policies on other trading partners but also help to alleviate
some of the underlying causes of tension. However, participation and
communication between nations will be crucial to averting the worst-case
scenarios of fragmentation.

MASHA TOKAS
BAPS 2021

GLOBAL ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES AND
MACROECONOMIC POLICIES



JCGS NEWSLETTER PAGE 10

JCGS RECOMMENDS

TO LISTEN

KANTI BAJPAI ON WHY CHINA AND
INDIA ARE NOT FRIENDS
In this episode of the podcast 'Grand
Tamasha', host
Milan Vaishnav talks to author Kanti
Bajpai on Indo China relations and his
new book, "India Versus China:
Why They Are Not Friends".

LAMENT FOR SYRIA
In this award-winning poem, a
young Syrian poet
refugee addresses the loss she
feels after fleeing her
homeland

TO SEE

PHOTO ESSAYS THAT CAPTURE THE
FAMINE AND HUNGER OF THE
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN
AFGHANISTAN

SYRIAN YOUTH LIVING IN LIMBO
in this episode of the podcast 'Foreign
Policy Playlist', host Jonathan Tepperman
introduces listeners to a six-part podcast
series named 'Syria's Lost Generation',
which draws attention to the troubled and
displaced youth of Syria in the civil war

EXPLORE UKRAINE 
Through these pictures from the
frontlines.

TO READ

IN THIS PERSONAL ESSAY, IRANIAN WRITER
AND DIRECTOR NAZ RIAHI WRITES ABOUT
GROWING UP IN POST-REVOLUTION IRAN..
.. where everything good was forbidden or
scarce.

IN THIS ESSAY, ALIZEH KOHARI
EXPLORES THE THEME OF
GENTRIFICATION IN URBAN
SOUTH ASIA..
.. through a story about the anti-
encroachment drive in Karachi’s
Empress Market.
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JCGS BLOG: SNIPPETS 

CHILD MARRIAGE AND EARLY MOTHERHOOD IN AFRICA
BY YUKTI PANWAR
This Article dicusses upon the challenges on teenage African women due to
Child Marriage and Early Motherhood.  It covers the dynamics of this socital
practice on the society and status of Women. It further elaborates upon the
measures taken by African nations to combat this unjust social pratice which
is prevalent in the 21st Century.

MIGRANT ISSUES: HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN CAMBODIA
BY YUKTI PANWAR
This Article covers the Human Trafficking corridor in Cambodia in which young
women from Vietnam are involved in Sex Work, forced marraiges etc. It also
discusses the societal challenges faced by the women which lead them to
take up sex work as their vocation. It also covers as the impact on the health of
women, lack of safe guards in their work place and what steps can be taken to
protect the victims

NDIA’S START UP ECOSYSTEM
BY SHREYAS ERNEST ISAAC
The author opens his article by citing Joseph Schumpeter and his arguments
regarding innovations and entrepreneurships to introduce his topic- ‘India’s
Start up Ecosystems. They talk about how it has seen “a massive expansion” in
recent times. The article also lists the probable cause of the ecosystem related
start-ups- including, but not limited to – India’s large consumer base,
cheaper prices among many others. Furthermore, the article delves into the
progress and the future of the industry and its many benefits to the Indian
economy. This, according to the author, might just be the economic ‘boost’
that a developing country requires.

VACCINE EQUITY- AN APPEAL FOR MORALITY 
BY SHREYAS ERNEST ISSAC.                              
This article discusses the disparities of the vaccination distribution during the
pandemic. It covers the delayed rollback of vaccines in Low-Income Nations
and discusses the arguements of medical professionals for the same. The
article also highlights upon the concept of “Ubuntu” which means ‘ I am
because of you are’.



JCGS NEWSLETTER PAGE 12

JCGS BLOG: SNIPPETS 

WHY GUATEMALA, THE FASTEST-LEADING ECONOMY OF LATIN
AMERICA, STRUGGLES TO CONTROL ITS POVERTY LEVELS?
BY JAI SHARMA

In 2020 Guatemala will have a GDP of USD 77.6 billion. South of Mexico, in
Central America, is a nation that is home to volcanoes, rainforests, and historic
Mayan sites. The largest, fastest growing, and most developed economy in
Central America is thought to be that of Guatemala. Guatemala is an upper
middle-income nation as determined by its GDP per capita (US$4,603 in
2020). The Guatemalan administration was successful in addressing the
economic issues even after the Covid-19 outbreak. However, despite the
government's efforts, important issues like poverty and inequality have not
been significantly reduced. Public investment decreased as a result of low
central government revenue levels (11 percent of GDP on average in recent
years and 10.8 percent of GDP in 2021). Additionally, this affects the extent and
quality of basic public services like health, education, water availability, and
lack of developmental advancement.

CAN MALI OVERSHADOW ITS WAR HISTORY AND HEAD TOWARDS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS? 
BY JAI SHARMA

West African Mali, sometimes known as the Republic of Mali, t he eighth-
largest nation in Africa. Mali, a landlocked, impoverished nation in Sub-
Saharan Africa, has sizable reserves of bauxite, gold, iron ore, and phosphate.
In less than ten years, Mali has seen three coups, the most recent of which
occurred in May 2021. Despite regional and global support from the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the United Nations, Mali is
on the verge of political turmoil (UN). Mali is plagued by militancy, insurgency,
and Islamist extremism, which prevents the government from conducting
itself in a tranquil and effective manner. These elements complicate and delay
efforts to accomplish sustainable development objectives.
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JCGS BLOG: SNIPPETS 

SELF-HELP GROUPS- SYMBOLS OF A RESILIENT GLOBAL SOUTH
BY SHREYAS ERNEST ISAAC

Financial inclusion is an important variable for any country to develop their
economies. Around 1.3 billion people did not have access to a formal financial
institution or mobile money provider, out of this 56 percent of all unbanked
adults were women. Self Help Groups are powerful tool countries in the Global
South can employ. Self Help Groups (SHG) are strictly women only groups,
operating across rural India. Around 67 million Indian women are part of the
movement, with around 6 million SHG's across India.
The Reserve Bank of India through the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development has also come up with the SHG-Bank Linkage Scheme. SHS's
provide rural women with a quick and easy way to access to credit. This can
spur micro entrepreneurship and make women financially independent.
Evidence shows link between SHG membership, and the number of bank
accounts opened by women members (2013, 2013, 2010, 2009). India's
experience with SHG's provides countries of the Global South with a powerful
policy initiative to combat poverty and boost economic development. The SHG
movement India is an excellent example of how governments can work hand
in hand with non-governmental organizations and financial institutions to
provide optimum support for citizens.

THE THREAT OF RISING SEA LEVELS ON GLOBAL SOUTH ISLAND STATES:
CASE OF THE SINKING OF MALDIVES
BY KEVIN T SABU

The author cites the case of the sinking Maldives with respect to the increasing
Sea Levels in the Global South. The author discusses the possible causes of the
“systematic disproportion of suffering” and holds the carbon emissions in the
Global North accountable- not just for the Maldives alone but for the other
states of the Global South as well. In this regard, he brings up the historical role
of the Global North and calls it the “invisible hand of the Global North.” And
given their role, in present times, it only makes sense for them to compensate.
In addition to that, the author also speaks about the probably causes of the
rise is sea level (not just global warming) and therefore the titular argument
becomes relevant for discussion. 
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JCGS BLOG: SNIPPETS 

PAKISTAN-OCCUPIED-KASHMIR: AN ANALYSIS OF THE DISPUTED
REGION 
BY LIZA GUPTA

In 2020, a study by the joint Indo-Pak management institute revealed
contrasting lifestyles between the people of Jammu and Kashmir and
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir (POK) (Dipanjan Roy, 2020). The study conducted
by Professor Dheeraj Sharma from the Indian Institute of Management and
Professor Farah Arif from Lahore Institute of Management Sciences disclosed
that the people in POK were not satisfied and happy with their lives and
homeland.

Various other studies and instances depict the pathetic lifestyle of the people
living in Pakistan`s illegally occupied Jammu-Kashmir. On the contrary,
various studies like the one mentioned here, have revealed a satisfactory
lifestyle for people living in the Jammu-Kashmir.

During partition, the princely state of Jammu-Kashmir was given the option to
either join India and Pakistan or remain independent. At that time, the whole
country was swirled with communal violence, and given the reputation of
Maharaja Hari Singh, then ruler of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) of mistreating
his Muslim subjects, it was speculated by Karachi that J&K would join India.

The operation involved Pakistan sending military troops in disguise of Pashtun
tribals to help incite a revolt in Kashmir against Maharaja. Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (POK)is significantly important to India. Geopolitically, the region
shares a border with several countries which are of strategic interest to India.
Further, POK control can help develop various infrastructural projects and can
allow India to explore oil and gas reserves in the region.

Since the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) agreement, the concerns
for India have risen substantially because of fear of a two-front war between
both the countries.
Ever since 1947, India has been resolute to reclaim the part of its territory
occupied `illegally` by Pakistan but it faces various political, social,
geographical, and geo-political challenges
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JCGS BLOG: SNIPPETS 

A SUMMARY OF “CHALLENGES OF DEVELOPMENTAL FINANCING IN THE
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL (GCC)”
BY SIDDHARTH RAGHAVAN

It is a fair assumption to make that the numerous strains of the COVID-19
pandemic would wreak havoc in the Gulf from an economic point of view
however, it is incredibly heartening to see that despite these trials and
tribulations, the Gulf was able to achieve growth.

While there was growth in the Gulf, we observe there were few barriers to
growth in the gulf which were predominantly financing said growth which was
partially created due to oil prices skyrocketing making revenue from exports
plummet. To add to the Gulf’s troubles the fall in export revenue created a
significant deterioration in the fiscal balance of payments for government
expenditure was needed for sustaining the labour force. Kuwait, a country in
the Gulf, faced a fall in business confidence which was observed by the
reduction in capital spending. This can be rationalised as being a reduction in
business confidence in the Gulf.

Based on these events, the Gulf arranged for Dubai Expo, 2022 with tax
deferrals/exemptions in the hopes of incentivising investment into the Gulf. 
 UAE’s Energy Strategy 2050 and Saudi Arabia’s Vision for 2030 are other
notable advancements to accelerate the growth rate of the Gulf. we, therefore,
conclude that this policy reformulation along with fiscal planning is essential
in ensuring progressive development in the Gulf.

TRINCOMALEE OIL FARM DEAL: A NEW BEGINNING FOR INDO- LANKAN
RELATIONS
BY MITHUNA JAYADEV UNNITHAN                                                                                    
This Article covers the economic partnership between India and Sri Lanka. It
acts as a new path for improving Indo-Lankan relationships before the
economic crisis of Sri Lanka. It is also talks about other economic policies
undertaken to improve diplomatic relationship of the two nations.
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GLOBAL SOUTH CROSSWORD
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ACROSS
1. The first of January 2021 was known as “Day Zero”
in _______. After almost three decades of operating
with a dual currency or dual monetary system in
which two currencies circulated, now this country has
unified its monetary ordering. With a literacy rate of
99.8%, this country also has one of the highest
literacy rate not just in the global south but also
globally.
2. Name the recent summit catering to climatic and
environmental issues held in Glasgow which critics
have blamed for failing the global South _______
3. The global system of trade preferences among
developing countries was created in 1989; the scheme
membership currently extends to _______ countries.
5. The 11th session of the UNCTAD held in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, aimed at broadening and deepening _____
concessions and trade developments.
7. ________was introduced in Thailand after the
Asian financial crisis of 1997. It's about both internal
(individual, family, social collectivism, spirituality,
knowledge, way of life, ethics and morals) and
external concepts.
9. The _______ is a global knowledge-sharing and
partnership platform launched in 2019. The project
aims to give systematic and effective support to
countries of the global South, so they can connect,
learn and collaborate with potential partners in the
wider digital world.
10. ______ is a customs union and trade bloc
established by the treaty of Asuncion in 1991 and the
Protocol of Ouro Preto in 1994. Portuguese, Spanish
and Guarani are the official languages of this customs
union.
11. _____, which has been hosted by the UNDP since
1974, was established by the UN General Assembly
with a mandate to advocate for and coordinate
South-South and triangular cooperation on a global
and UN system-wide basis.
12. The countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America
provide around 92 per cent of all military and police
personnel for ______ peace operations while
contributing about 15 per cent of the budget.

DOWN
1.________ has an impressively high quality of
life and is known as ‘the Switzerland of Central
America, and this country hasn’t had an army
since the year 1949.
4.The _____ was officially launched in July 2002
in Durban, South Africa, following a decision in
September 1999 by its predecessor to create a new
continental organisation to build on its work with
a vision of “An Integrated, Prosperous and
Peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and
representing a dynamic force in the global arena.”
6.Name the amendment to the Kyoto protocol
adopted on 8th December 2012 ________
7.international day for South-South cooperation is
observed annually on 12th_______
8.________is the first country in the world that is
carbon negative. This global south country
generates 2.2 million tonnes of CO2 each year, but
there is zero emission of carbon as its forests
absorb three times this amount of CO2, creating a
carbon sink

GLOBAL SOUTH CROSSWORD
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